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PHIL 306: 20th Century Continental Philosophy: Fall 2016 Syllabus 
 
Instructor: Daniel Dwyer, Ph.D. (dwyerd@xavier.edu, 745-3035, Hinkle 220) 
Time and Place: 11:30-12:45, CLC 413 (please, no eating in class) 
Office Hours: M 4:30-5:45pm, T 10:15-11:15am, & anytime by appointment 
 
DIGITAL-FREE ZONE: Unless you can prove hardship during the first week of class (and I’m 
quite open to dialogue), you may not use any digital or electronic devices during class sessions.  
Text, paper and pen only.  The policy is not meant to penalize you, but rather to liberate your 
eyes, your ears, and your mind for undistracted philosophical discussion. 
 
Required Texts: 
E. Husserl, The Crisis of European Sciences and Transcendental Phenomenology,  
Northwestern 
M. Merleau-Ponty, Basic Writings, Routledge 
H-G. Gadamer, Truth and Method, Macmillan 
E. Levinas, Ethics and Infinity, Duquesne 
 
Course Description: This course is a historical survey of phenomenological, hermeneutical, 
and existential themes as presented by the most influential Continental (French and German) 
thinkers of the 20th century.  We will read the works of 4 significant philosophers who have 
shaped the way we think about the nature of perception, knowledge, science, philosophy, the 
mind and body, history, education, textual interpretation, and postmodern ethics.  We will 
address perennial philosophical questions, such as: What is the distinctive feature of human 
minds?  Is there some transcendental method we (should) rely upon to know truth?  What role 
do perception and the body play in our coming to grips with the world?  What is the status of 
appearances in relation to reality?  What is the role of philosophy vis-a-vis an increasingly 
reductionistic science?  What are the roles of tradition and education when it comes to 
interpreting great texts? What is or should be our ethical response to the Other? 
  
Core Philosophy Goals and Objectives: 
Objective 1. Students completing the Core Philosophy requirement will be able to defend a philosophical 
position, explaining the principles on which it relies. 
  
Objective 2. Students completing the Core Philosophy requirement will be able to defend a philosophical 
position, comparing it to some major alternative. 
  
Objective 3. Students completing the Core Philosophy requirement will be able to discuss some 
fundamental questions that arise from the human condition and transcend disciplinary boundaries—such 
as questions about the grounds of morality, the essence of justice, the nature of reality, the possibility of 
certainty, the nature of beauty, or the reasonableness of religious faith. 
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Objective 4. Students completing the Core Philosophy requirement will be able to compare and contrast, 
or critically explain, one or more philosophical perspectives on the human condition, explaining some of 
their foundations and implications. 
  
Objective 5. Students completing the Core Philosophy requirement will be able to analyze and synthesize 
complex ideas in a clear, logical manner. 
  
Objective 6. Students completing the Core Philosophy requirement will be able to write an argumentative 
essay in which they formulate and defend a thesis regarding a historically important philosophical text. 
  
Reading: You must read each text at least twice before coming to class the first day of the week.  I 
suggest reading rather quickly the first time, marking up with pencil what you think are important terms 
and arguments.  Then, a slower second read, with more attention to detail.  Reading quizzes are always 
a possibility.  They will most likely be announced rather than unannounced quizzes.  The quiz grades 
would go toward your participation grade. 
 
Protocols: Each student will twice recap a particular week’s class discussion and present a 2-page 
summary to the whole class on the following Tuesday.  More details to follow. 
  
Writing Center: Everyone needs help with his or her writing. Even great authors need an editor or 
second pair of eyes. I strongly suggest that you visit the writing center before you turn in each paper. 
Your grammar will improve, your prose will become crisper, and your argument stronger. Overall, your 
writing skills and course grade will very likely increase. There is really nothing to lose, and everything to 
gain.  For more information, see:  http://www.xavier.edu/writingcenter/  In certain hardship cases, I will be 
happy to work with you on drafts within 48 hours of the due date, but only if we go over them in office 
hours, with hard copies (one for you, one for me), with you taking notes on my suggestions.   
 
Plagiarism: Plagiarism will result in the failing of the assignment, and it may result in the failing of the 
course.  All cases of plagiarism will be reported to the Dean of your College and a written statement will 
be put in your student file. TurnItIn will be used for all papers, using Canvas.  Do not underestimate how 
powerful Turnitin is at detecting passing off another’s words or phrasing as if they were your own.   
  
Participation: Participation is required. Participation can take place in a number of ways: asking 
questions, responding to questions, raising objections, and making points. I do recognize that for some 
students talking in class and discussing philosophy can seem intimidating. Discussing the philosophical 
content of the readings or class discussion by email or during office hours will count toward your 
participation grade. Socratic method will be practiced during class time (calling on students at random in 
a brainstorming fashion), but I don’t want to put anyone on the spot, so you always have the option of 
saying “pass” without any shame. 
 
Papers: You will write three papers. For each paper I will provide a handout detailing the assignment and 
the expectations.  A late paper will be lowered a full grade for each day (not each class day) it is late.  
  
Attendance: You are allowed three unexcused absences. Each unexcused absence after three will 
result in a lowering of your final grade by a full grade. If your final grade is an A- and you have 4 
absences, then your grade for the course will be a B-.  This policy will be strictly followed. Excused 
absences require an official note from a doctor or student affairs—of course, I am happy to discuss 
upcoming conflicts with you. If you have more than 7 absences then you will fail the course.  If you do 
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miss a class you must (a) get notes from another student, (b) ask me for handouts I might have 
distributed and (c) ask for instructions for the next class. If you are absent, do not assume that you know 
where we are in the readings.  *This instructor takes mental health issues quite seriously.  Please feel 
free to approach me with any issues on this count, and be assured of absolute discretion.  
 
Grade Distribution: Participation 25% / Paper 1 10% / Paper 2 20% / Paper 3 30% / Protocol 
Presentations 15% 
 
Readings (subject to revision) 
August 
Week 1: Weber’s “Science as a Vocation” (pdf; pp. 12-31 only) 
T 23 
Th 25 
 
Week 2: “Intentionality” (Sartre pdf) & Husserl, Crisis, Sect 68  
                --Husserl, Crisis, Sect. 8, 9(b)(c)(h)(l) 
T 30 
September 
Th 1 
 
Week 3: Husserl, Crisis, Sect. 10, 12, 15, 17-20, and 26 
T 6 
Th 8 
 
Week 4: Husserl, Crisis, Sect. 33-34 
T 13 no 11:30 classes 
Th 15 
 
Week 5: Husserl, Crisis, Sect. 36, 38, 41, 50 
T 20 
Th 22 
 
Week 6: Editor’s Introduction, pp. 1-32 & Merleau-Ponty, “Prospectus,” pp. 33-38 in Basic 
Writings 
T 27  
Th 29 
 
October 
Week 7: Merleau-Ponty, “The football field,” bot 52-bot 53 
T 4 Paper 1 (Husserl) due 
Th 6 no class Fall Break 
 
Week 8: Merleau-Ponty, “Eye and Mind,” pp. 290-324 
T 11 
Th 13  
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Week 9: Merleau-Ponty, “Eye and Mind,” cont. 
T 18 
Th 20 
 
Week 10: Merleau-Ponty, TBA 
T 25 
Th 27 
 
November 
Week 11: Gadamer, Truth and Method, (Bildung) & Beiser on Bildung (pdf) 
T 1 
Th 3 Paper 2 due (Merleau-Ponty) 
 
Week 12: Gadamer, Truth and Method, “Elements of a Theory of Hermeneutical 
Experience” 
T 8  
Th 10 
 
Week 13: Gadamer, Truth and Method, “Elements…” cont. 
T 15 
Th 17 
 
Week 14: Levinas, Ethics and Infinity, Translator’s Intro., pp. 1-15  
T 22 
Th 24 Thanksgiving holiday 
 
Week 15: Levinas, Ethics and Infinity, Chs. 1-2 
T 29 
December 
Th 1 
 
Week 16: Levinas, Ethics and Infinity, Chs. 5-8 
T 6 
Th 8 
 
Final paper due by 12:30pm Tues Dec 13 
